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BRIEFLY
The Association has entered 
the home stretch of the exten-
sive repairs and remodeling of 
its headquarters in the wake 
of last year’s devastating flood 
damage. Financial support is 
still needed to cover items that 
fall outside the scope of the 
insurance claim. Please visit 
DallasBuilders.org/Building-
Fund.

n n n
Builders, showcase your cus-
tom build in the 2022 Parade 
of HomesTM on May 7 to over 
500 consumer attendees. 
Dallas area homes built in 
the last 5 years are eligible 
to submit for entry. For more 
information, please contact 
Staff Director of Meetings and 
Events Misty Varsalone at 
misty.varsalone@dallasbuild-
ers.com.

n n n
The Home of the Week is now 
open to multifamily builders and 
land developers in addition to 
single-family builders. Projects 
will be promoted in both the 
print and online Dallas Morning 
News, on DallasBuilders.com 
and on social media. Contact 
staff Marketing and Creative 
Coordinator Holly Pemberton at 
holly.pemberton@dallasbuild-
ers.com. 

Photos on page 2

Presented in partnership with 
Hotchkiss Insurance Agency, the March 
23 State of the Industry Summit will 
delve into the political and economic 
landscape for housing in the year ahead. 

The program will begin with a dis-
cussion with Sen. Nathan Johnson (D-
Dallas) and Rep. Jeff Leach (R-Plano) 
about the state of Texas politics, the 
priorities of the state legislature and dis-
cussion of issues that impact housing. 

Both legislators have an excellent 
track record of supporting Association 
priorities. The discussion, facilitated 
by Executive Officer Phil Crone, will 
demonstrate that housing affordability 
is a bipartisan issue. 

Dallas BA members honored with 
prestigious NAHB education awards

Congratulations to three Dallas BA 
builder members, who have received 
NAHB Designees and Educator of the 
Year awards. They are Donny Mack, 
who was awarded Builder of the Year 
Designee, Matt Mitchell, who is the 
Certified Aging-in-Place Specialist of 
the Year honoree, and Tag Gilkeson, 
with the prestigious Educator of the 
Year award.

The 2021 NAHB Designees and 
Educator of the Year awards honors 
housing professionals who have dis-
played notable professionalism as 
NAHB designation holders and those 
who have excelled in teaching NAHB 
education courses.

“These home building industry 
professionals are true leaders in their re-
spective fields,” said NAHB Education 
Committee Chair Joanne Theunissen, 
CAPS, CGP, CGR. “They are commit-
ted to staying on top of current trends 

and improving their own skills, which 
sets an example for their fellow industry 
professionals.”

Donny Mack, CAPS, CGP, CGR, 
GMB, president and CEO of Beaver 
Builders in Sanger, served as president 
of the Dallas BA in 2008. He was the 
recipient of the 2019 Hugh Prather 
Award, the highest honor bestowed 
by the Association. Donny is also an 
NAHB Master Instructor for profes-
sional designation courses. A 30-year 
homebuilding veteran, he believes in 
giving back and plays an active role in 
the local, state and national levels of 
the industry.

Matt Mitchell, CAPS, CGB, CSP, 
GMB, is the owner of James Andrews 
Custom Homes LLC in Dallas. Mitchell 
has been a builder and licensed real 
estate broker since 2002 and has been 
actively involved in the Dallas BA 
since he first joined in 2011. He served 

Donny Mack Matt Mitchell Tag Gilkeson

as president in 2020-2021. Mitchell 
uses his designations when speaking to 
groups and encouraging individuals to 
increase their knowledge base by tak-
ing classes and earning designations to 
show proficiency in their profession. 

Tag Gilkeson, CAPS, CGA, CGB, 
CGP, CGR, CMP, CSP, GMB, Master 
CGP, Master CSP, MIRM, is the owner 
of Tag & Associates, LLC, a design/

build company located in Carrollton. 
Gilkeson got his start in the real estate 
and construction industry in 1999 after 
obtaining his Texas real estate license. 
A believer in lifelong learning, Gilkeson 
is passionate about education and works 
diligently as an NAHB Education ap-
proved instructor, educating his industry 
peers while doing what he loves best, 
teaching.

The second half of the program 
will feature research economist Dr. Jim 
Gaines from Texas A&M University’s 
Texas Real Estate Research Center. 

Dr. Gaines will dive into the supply 
side constraints that continue to hinder 
the housing industry. He will also dis-
cuss disruptions to the energy sector and 
overall economic impact resulting from 
Russia's invasion of Ukraine.  

In addition to title partner Hotch-
kiss Insurance Agency, PermaPier 
Foundation Repair is a program partner. 

This event will be held at Venue 
Forty|50 in Addison with breakfast 
served at 8:30 a.m. and the program 
beginning at 9 a.m.

March 23 State of the Industry Summit 
will feature Johnson, Leach, Gaines 

Sen. Nathan Johnson Rep. Jeff Leach Dr. Jim Gaines 

Notes of Love event 
held on Valentine’s

On Valentine’s Day this year the 
day of love had extra special meaning 
for those who have graciously donated 
their time, materials and hearts to help 
build a home for U.S. Navy Hospital 
Corpsman Third Class Luisa Velez and 
her family.

Operation FINALLY HOME, 
along with the Dallas Builders As-
sociation – Dallas Division,  Winston 
Custom Homes, the City of Irving, NEC 
Corporation and invited guests, took 
part a Notes of Love event by writing 
inspirational notes and giving thanks for 
all the veteran has done for our country 
and her comrades. The Velez family will 
soon be moving into their new custom-
built, mortgage-free home in Irving.

“Watching the family read the 
notes written on the home’s studs and 
feel the encouragement was yet another 
gift that Corpsman Velez has given to all 
those involved,” says Dallas BA Opera-

tions Officer Sheena Beaver. “It is our 
hope that she feels the support and love 
that lay within the walls of this home.”

Project Builder Captain Winston 
Custom Homes has been diligently 
working to complete the house so they 
may hand over the keys to the family at 
the final event known as the home dedi-
cation ceremony. A date for this event 
will be announced in the upcoming 
months, and all are welcome to attend.

Members interested in donating 
products or services to the project are 
encouraged to contact Sheena Beaver 
at sheena.beaver@dallasbuilders.com. 
The most pressing need now is cabine-
try. Monetary donations can be made a 
link that can be found at DallasBuilders.
org/Community-Engagement. All pro-
ceeds received through that URL will 
go directly to the Velez project.
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Dallas BA Advocacy Engaged on All Fronts
It has been a busy winter for the 

Dallas Builders Association’s advocacy 
efforts, and it is only a precursor to what 
the year will bring.

In Dallas, the Association has con-
tinued to put pressure on the city to solve 
permitting delays and improve other areas 
of the development process, including 
the city’s challenging online permitting 
system. 

Making the industry’s voice heard 
during a special called Jan. 31 meeting of 
City of Dallas Government Performance 
and Financial Management Committee, 
Dallas BA’s Executive Officer Phil Crone 
was joined by several member builders in 
citing problems that have continued to lead 
to delays, including the inefficient online 
system and unresponsive staff. Association 
members gave examples of delays they 
have faced and how those delays result 
in thousands of dollars in added carrying 
costs and liability. 

Association members also stressed 
the importance of filling the vacant posi-
tion for Chief Building Official. The meet-
ing also included an update from the city’s 
Executive in Residence, Will Mundinger 
who has been working since late last year 
to seek improvements.

The attention brought to the city’s 
permitting delays has reached beyond 
the committee. On Feb. 14, Mayor Eric 
Johnson signaled, in his words, “Enough 
is enough.” In a letter to the City Council, 
Mayor Johnson recognized the appropriate 
action the council has taken on the matter, 
but feels a new approach is needed. The 
mayor announced the creation of the May-
or’s Workgroup on Permitting to further 
research solutions and monitor progress.

Tackling cost issues in other parts 
of the service area, Dallas BA weighed 
in on Feb. 7 via written comments to 
the City of Denton’s Parks, Recreation 
and Beautification Board. The board was 
presented with the proposed update to 
Denton’s park dedication, fee-in-lieu and 
development fee ordinance, which has not 
seen a thorough amending since it’s 1998 
implementation. 

Dallas BA voiced the industry’s 
concern about the impact that significant 
increases in the fees will have on already 
challenging new home costs. The fees 
originally proposed in the first draft of the 
ordinance were based on zones and were, 
in areas that would see many of the new 
homes, outrageous. After hearing concerns 
from stakeholders, follow up drafts of the 
ordinance scaled those fees back dramati-
cally. Still, the park development fee listed 
in the ordinance is higher than what build-
ers report seeing in other cities.

Dallas BA also recommended 
amending the language to include an ex-
ception from applicability for replacement 
homes, as they do not increase the number 
of dwelling units calculated for park dedi-
cations. While the ordinance does include 
credit for park-like facilities in private 

development, Dallas BA has requested that 
those credits be increased. The Association 
also asked for clarification regarding park 
development cost calculations.

At the writing of this article, the 
ordinance is scheduled to be presented to 
the City Council on March 1.

Dallas BA is always on the look out 
for how local government entities are 
embarking on code enforcement. And 
we remind our members to do the same. 
As cities look to adopt the 2021 I-codes, 
including the Residential Code (IRC), 
or the 2018 IRC, or keep the 2015 IRC, 
it is important to review how state law 
addresses what version of the IRC relates 
to counties.

Section 233 of the Texas Local Gov-
ernment Code states that homes built in the 
county shall, at a minimum, conform to 
the version of the International Residential 
Code published as of May 1, 2008 (2006 
IRC), or the version of the International 
Residential Code that is applicable in the 
county seat of that county. If you are build-
ing in an unincorporated area of a county 
and you’re asked to provide anything 
different than this, please make the Dallas 
BA aware of the situation.

And a reminder that as cities look at 
adopting updated codes, it is wise to urge 
them to adopt the regionally recommended 
amendments provided by the North Texas 
Council of Governments’ Regional Codes 
Coordinating Committee.

Dallas BA also continues to monitor 
any municipal enforcement for product 
requirements. Association members may 
recall that during the 2019 Texas Legisla-
tive session, legislation was signed into 
law that, with a few specific exceptions, 
prohibits municipalities from directly 
or indirectly prohibiting or limiting the 
use or installation of a building product 
or material if the product or material has 
been approved for use in the last three 
code cycles. This ranges from wiring to 

exterior materials. Builders are encour-
aged to contact the Association should 
they suspect they are facing requirements 
that conflict with the state law.

With redistricting resulting in new 
district boundaries for state representatives 
and senators, as well as Texas members 
of the U.S. House of Representatives, the 
primary election season has been a big 
one. Dallas BA staff and members visited 
a number of incumbents and candidates of 
the state and federal levels.

In recent meetings with U.S. Con-
gressional members in the Association’s 
service area, Dallas BA members and staff 
continued to raise awareness of lumber 
supply and costs, labor and other issues 
that bring major challenges to housing 
affordability. 

Dallas BA engages in this kind of 
outreach because it works. After the Biden 
Administration doubled lumber tariffs 
from 8.99% to 17.99% in November of 
2021, NAHB led a charge to overturn 
the action, including coordinating with 
local HBAs to urge lawmakers to weigh 
in. In December, a bipartisan group from 
Congress, including two who heard from 
Dallas BA, signed a joint letter expressing 
urgent concern to the U.S. Secretary of 
Commerce. That, along with other efforts 
led by NAHB, sent a strong message to the 
White House and the Commerce Depart-
ment announced they were reducing the 
tariff to 11.64% on Jan. 31.

With upcoming municipal elections, 
run-off elections, the November general 
election and various municipalities re-
viewing codes and fees, Dallas BA will 
continue to push to have the industry’s 
voice heard.

Members write 
Notes of Love to 
Veteran Velez

972-661-0688
info@energyshopinc.com

3310 Wiley Post Road 
Carrollton, TX 75006

www.energyshopinc.com
“Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2020 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. 

U.S. Navy Corpsman Luisa Velez and son Spencer join Builder 
Captain Matt Walls and Susan Walls of Winston Custom Homes 
at the build site for their new home.

Continued from page 1
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Builder Member Benefit
TAB Rebates Program

Put dollars back in your pocket for using 
products you use each day, partnering 

with over 50 leading manufacturer 
brands in the country.

hbarebates.com/tab

Register now at
www.DallasBuilders.org

Dallas BA Member: $25
Non-Member: $35

The State of the Industry Summit will delve into the 
political and economic landscape for housing in 

the year ahead. Sen. Johnson and Rep. Leach will 
discuss state legislature priorities and issues that 

impact housing. Dr. Gaines will dive into the supply 
side constraints that continue to hinder the housing 
industry, disruptions to the energy sector and overall 
economic impact resulting from Russia’s invasion of 

Ukraine. 
Dr. Jim Gaines

Chief Economist
Real Estate Center at Texas 

A&M University

MARCH 23, 2022

9:00 - 11:30am
Program

Venue Forty|50
4050 Belt Line Rd 

Addison, TX, 75001

8:30 - 9:00am
Registration & Breakfast

Spring 2022

Partnerships are available for this event. Please 
contact Misty Varsalone 

at Misty.Varsalone@DallasBuilders.com

Jeff Leach
Representative

Presented By

Program Partner

Nathan Johnson 
Senator 

Please visit
www.DallasBuilders.org/calendar 

to register.
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Upcoming Classes: March & April
Presented by

CAPS I - Marketing & Commu-
nicating with the Aging In Place 
Client (CAPS, Master CSP, CGA) 
- Virtual Class

Millions of Americans are living 
longer and more active lives. Because 
they are embracing newly found and 
changing lifestyles, they need to 
revitalize their home environment. 
Identifying this burgeoning opportu-
nity and then developing the skills to 
interact with this market can help you 
grow your business dramatically. The 
goal of the course is to equip partici-
pants with the knowledge and tools 
to effectively market and sell services 
to the aging-in-place (AIP) market.

Date: March 24
Time: 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Cost: $199 Member / Non-Member: 
$299
Class instructor: Donny Mack, CAPS, 
CGP, CGR, GMB with Beaver Build-
ers/Mack Professionals

Instructor Donny Mack is one of 
only 12 individuals in the nation who 
have earned the title of NAHB Master 
Instructor. He has been remodeling 
homes for over 35 years and building 
new homes for over 20 years.   

CAPS II - Design Concepts for 
Livable Homes and Aging In Place 
(CAPS) - Virtual Class

There is an increasing desire 
among today’s homeowners to live 
in one’s home as long as possible 
which has created a strong demand 
for products and services serving 
this audience. 

To help homeowners make their 
home a safe and comfortable living 
environment for the long term, many 
responsive and innovative products 
are emerging. Likewise, service 
providers are answering this demand 
by focusing their businesses on creat-
ing new homes and renovations that 
provide design flexibility, pleasing 
aesthetics, high function and usability 
for all people, without regard to age, 
income or ability level, and regardless 
of life’s changes and challenges.

Date: March 31
Time: 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Cost: $199 Member / Non-Member: 
$299
Class instructor: Donny Mack, CAPS, 
CGP, CGR, GMB with Beaver Build-
ers/Mack Professionals

CAPS III - Details & Solutions for 
Livable Homes and Aging In Place 
(CAPS) - Virtual Class

This course builds on the CAPS 
II course (which is a highly recom-
mended prerequisite to this course) 
by introducing design solutions and 
techniques for professionals whose 
clients require specialized design 
and equipment to live and thrive 
comfortably in their homes. Whole 
house product specification and in-
stallation techniques will be covered 
accompanied by practical, hands-on 
activities.

Date: April 1
Time: 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Cost: $199 Member / Non-Member: 
$299
Class instructor: Tag Gilkeson, 
CAPS, CGA, CGB, CGP, CGR, 
CMP, CSP, GMB, Master CGP, Mas-
ter CSP with Tag & Associates, LLC

Tag Gilkeson has been in the 
real estate and construction industry 
for over 20 years. He holds degrees 
in both construction management 
and architectural drafting and design 
and has attained more certifications 
through NAHB than anyone in the 
nation, 11 in total.

Basic Plumbing Knowledge for 
Home Builders and Remodelers - 
In-Person & Virtual Hybrid Class

Learn the importance of a good 
plumbing system and how vital it is 
to your health and a safe home. This 
class will dive into proper winter-
ization and what to do in a crisis. 
Improve communication with your 
plumber and understand the termi-
nology. Learn the basics of plumbing 
and tricks of the trade from master 
plumber and home builder Joshua 
Correa.

Date: March 22, 2022
Time: 10:00 am – 11:30 am
Location: TBD
Cost: $35 Member / Non-Member: 
$55
 Class instructor: Joshua Correa, 
GMB, CSB, CAPS, CGB, CGR, 
CSP, Owner of Divino Homes, Power 
Construction Group & Joshua Con-
tractors, Master Plumbing License 
#22279

Series partners are DuPont and 
Texas Builder Resources Group

,

Pella Windows and Doors – 45 Years
Executive Officer Phil Crone presents the Pella Windows and Doors 
team the 45-year Milestone Anniversary Award recognizing more 
than four decades of continuous membership in the Dallas Builders 
Association. From left are Courtney Bezich, Haley Stewart, Crone, 
James Wilkins and Shawn Williams. Milestone Awards are present-
ed courtesy of StrucSure Home Warranty. 

Milestone Anniversary

Basics of Building  (CGA, CGP, 
Master CSP) - Virtual Class

Build your housing industry 
expertise by learning about the 
residential construction process from 
the ground up. Those in housing 
and construction-related fields, like 
vendors, suppliers, brokers, retailers, 
builder/remodeler company staff, RE-
ALTORS® and others will learn what 
it takes to build or remodel a home. 
With that knowledge, you will learn 
how to build more effective and prof-
itable relationships with the builders 
and remodelers you work with.

Date: March 29, 2022
Time: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm
Cost: $199 Member / Non-Member: 
$299
 Class instructor: Tag Gilkeson, 
CAPS, CGA, CGB, CGP, CGR, CMP, 
CSP, GMB, Master CGP, Master CSP 
with Tag & Associates, LLC

Estimating and Scheduling for 
Profitable Business Operations 
(CGB, CGR) - Virtual Class

The ability to effectively prepare 
for a project is vital to your success. 
Project preparation consists of multi-
ple processes that work together and, 
when performed effectively, increase 
your efficiency and profitability, im-
prove client satisfaction and enhance 
team and vendor relationships. Come 
away with the knowledge and skills to 
perform two of the critical processes 
in project preparation: estimating 
costs and creating the schedule to 
complete the project.

Date: April 28, 2022
Time: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm
Cost: $199 Member / Non-Member: 
$299
Class instructor: Donny Mack, 
CAPS, CGP, CGR, GMB, with 
Beaver Builders/Mack Professionals

Instructor Donny Mack is one of 
only 12 individuals in the nation who 
have earned the title of NAHB Master 
Instructor. He has been remodeling 
homes for over 35 years and building 
new homes for over 20 years.   

______________________

All classes are brought to you 
by 2022 Education Title Partner 
StrucSure Home Warranty.
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NEW MEMBERS
Melton Custom Homes
Mark Melton
972-658-5385
BUILDERS - RESIDENTIAL

MALT Homes, Inc.
Lyle Turner
214-693-3407
BUILDERS - RESIDENTIAL

Sunshine Development Group
Ningzhi Sun
214-457-9983
BUILDERS - LAND DEVELOPER
Spike: Matt Robinson, BGE

The Nehemiah Company
Debra Meers
817-200-6543
BUILDERS - LAND DEVELOPER

SUSTAINING ASSOCIATES
Primo Windows
Amanda Tyner
469-844-0672
WINDOWS

ASSOCIATES
AquaFox Pools
Austin Fox
817-925-1009
OUTDOOR LIVING

Builders Capital
Daniel Martinez
469-896-3025
FINANCIAL SERVICES
Spike: Chris Clay, 2-10 Home Buyers 
Warranty

IMS Relocation
Brett Moore
972-484-2112
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

National Framers Council
Chris Breedlove
540-326-6632
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS
Spike: Chris Clay, 2-10 Home Buyers 
Warranty

BUILDERS
Arneson Custom Homes
Gary Arneson
972-833-7222
BUILDERS - RESIDENTIAL

C&M Urban Developers
Meghani Umair
469-583-5358
BUILDERS - MULTIFAMILY

Landmark Construction
Reese Layton
469-250-1101
BUILDERS - REMODELER

Milestone 
Anniversaries

Milestones Presented by:

40 Years
OMC Gate Service Inc. 

30 Years
Texas Door & Trim Inc.

20 Years
Fox Energy Specialists

Ridgeview Timberworks LLC

10 Years
Sales Solve Everything, LLC 
Kelly-Moore Paint Co. Inc.

5 Years
Jackson Contractors, LC 

Keaton Interiors, Inc. 
Mitsubishi Electric Cooling & 

Heating 
Pipkin Homes LLC

Riverbend Sandler Pools
Texas Tool Traders 

AFTER HOURS
Thursday, March 31 

6-8 p.m.
Hosted By

2910 N. Stemmons Freeway, Dallas

Enjoy food, beverages and prizes while 

networking with fellow industry professionals

Builder Jackpot – $600
Builder must be present at time of drawing to be 

eligible to win the Builder Jackpot. After Hours is FREE 
to attend, but reservations are required. 

DallasBuilders.org

PMP Management Texas
Cindy Martin
972-433-0646
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Rainstar Capital Group
Brian McKenzie
937-367-1423
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Stone Drywall Solutions
Jose Araujo
469-441-5938
DRYWALL (SHEETROCK)

Trinity Floor Company
Casey Emerson
214-943-1157
FLOORING
Spike: Bob Hansen, Garvey Homes

AFFILIATES / ADDITIONALS
Builders Capital
Ethan Toland
469-896-3025
FINANCIAL SERVICES
Spike: Chris Clay, 2-10 Home Buyers 
Warranty

IMS Relocation
Stephen Coomber
972-261-8130
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

IMS Relocation
Mike Lohner
972-333-5172
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

KJ Custom Screens & Outdoor Living
Micah Bermudez
817-637-8298
OUTDOOR LIVING

KJ Custom Screens & Outdoor Living
Kaity Gonzalez
817-658-0657
OUTDOOR LIVING

KJ Custom Screens & Outdoor Living
Britton Oggier
817-999-1627
OUTDOOR LIVING

Pella Windows and Doors
Courtney Bezich
682-208-6818
WINDOWS

Pella Windows and Doors
Haley Stewart
682-220-6710
WINDOWS

Primo Windows
Tracy Reach
469-844-0672
WINDOWS

Trinity Floor Company
Mike Emerson
214-797-3000
FLOORING
Spike: Bob Hansen, Garvey Homes

972-783-4660

CALL US TODAY  |  1.866.972.1535   |  hiallc.com

We understand that when your most valuable assets are secure, you have 
the freedom to pursue what really matters, like building and running your 
business. At Hotchkiss Insurance, protecting your business is our priority. 

 General Liability
 Builders Risk
 Workers’ Compensation
 Commercial Auto
 Equipment
 Umbrella

STAY FOCUSED ON 
BUILDING YOUR BUSINESS 

LEAVE THE INSURANCE TO US




